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new year brings advances in cancer treatment


Dallas ( The Spring 2003 issue of CURE: Cancer Updates, Research & Education, a free quarterly publication that presents the latest in cancer, focuses on gene profiling in the first issue of the year.

“Researchers know that understanding how the genes control growth is a key to cancer control,” says Dr. Vinay Jain, Editor-in-Chief of CURE. The CURE story explains how using a specific laboratory technique that plates out genes onto a glass slide, called a microarray or “gene chip,” allows scientists to scan through thousands of genes simultaneously looking for patterns and differences between cancer cells and normal cells. What they end up with is an extensive pattern, or gene profile, of which genes are active and which are not in any cell. The amount of information gleaned and the amount of time saved looking for abnormal genes that might be involved in cancer-causing mechanisms is enormous.


“We chose gene profiling as the cover story because of the incredible strides being made in understanding how two people with what looks like the same cancer should be treated differently depending on the analysis of their individual genes,” says Dr. Jain. “In fact, as we were preparing the story for publication, it was announced that the technology to explore diagnostic products for gene profiling was being licensed.”

CURE was first published in March 2002, and is mailed to more than 400,000 persons with cancer and their caregivers. It has garnered high praise from both the medical and cancer community for its ability to present complicated issues that are understandable to the lay community.


“Today’s cancer patient wants to know options and where to find the latest clinical trials. We are committed to making their journey easier through clear writing about the latest updates in cancer, and always including the human voice,” says Dr. Jain.


All features include numerous sidebars on important issues, such as clinical trials, treatment issues, support, and personal experience. Departments in the Spring issue include:

· An advocacy column by Susan G. Komen Foundation General Council Diane Balma on advances in breast cancer advocacy

· A discussion of doctor/patient communication by Dr. Edward Creagan, Mayo Medical School professor, and author of How Not to Be My Patient

· An exploration of the latest in breast imaging technology

· The power of music therapy in treatment and healing

· Stories from caregivers about coping with cancer in the family

· Lymphedema after cancer surgery: causes and control methods

· An essay by Law & Order’s S. Epatha Merkerson on becoming involved in lung cancer advocacy.

Each issue of CURE also includes the newest updates on approved drugs, breaking news in the cancer world, and an extensive resource section as well as answers to questions sent in by readers. 


Dr. Jain says the goal of CURE is to provide hope and encouragement in a research climate that is advancing at remarkable speed. 


“The story on breast cancer addresses the fact that many women with advanced breast cancer are now living well and long with new drugs that keep their cancer under control. We are looking at a time when many cancers will be seen as chronic instead of deadly.”



“We hope to become the source of information for the thousands who learn they have cancer every month in the United States,” says Dr. Jain.

Scheduled stories in upcoming CURE issues include: Lung Cancer: The Latest in Targeted Therapies; Birth of a Drug: Bexxar; and Nutrition and How to Prevent Cancer Wasting. The fall issue of CURE will focus exclusively on breast cancer.

 Other topics covered in every issue of CURE are New Therapies; The Latest Imaging Techniques; Cancer Prevention; Caregivers Issues; Advocacy and Patients' Rights; and Support Group Information. 

# # #
CURE: Cancer Updates, Research & Education is a unique quarterly magazine bridging the knowledge gap between cancer patients and caregivers. CURE demystifies the science and medicine of cancer and gives readers links to important resources on the web and in the medical community they won't find anywhere else. CURE gives readers the tools they need to take action, such as participating in clinical trials of new drugs that could mean the difference between life and death. CURE was created by Cancer Information Group, LP, a physician managed publishing company. CURE is headquartered in Dallas. Also visit www.curetoday.com.

NOTE TO EDITORS:  ART IS AVAILABLE.  CONTACT MELISSA WEBER AT 214-367-3502.
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