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Letters from Our Readers

Resource Guide Kudos

. . . . .

What a wonderful idea! As an 11-year breast cancer survivor,  I  know so many
newly diagnosed cancer patients can benefit  from such a publication.  Kudos to
you for your efforts!

Marilyn McWilliams 
Portland, Ore.

. . . . .
I  just received the new 2007 Cancer Resource Guide and love the size. I  hope this
is the size for every issue from now on. I  want to thank you for your magazine. I
have read i t  ever since my mother was diagnosed with breast  cancer.  You do a
great job informing many about this dreaded disease.  Hopefully,  soon, there will
be cures.

Carole Bretscher 
Bellbrook, Ohio

Our regular quarterly issues will continue to be the larger size, but our aim with
the smaller size of the guide was to give readers a handy, user-friendly
publication that could be easily carried to doctors’ appointments or support group
meetings—maybe even added to your book collection. But however and wherever
it’s used, we wanted the guide to be functional, so thanks for letting us know it was
successful. —Editors

. . . . .
I  am a five-year breast  cancer survivor and a 10-year colon cancer survivor,  and
always look forward to your publication. The content is so cutting edge, yet
writ ten in such an understandable way for those of us that  are only in the medical
field by way of experience. The Cancer Resource Guide was especially well
rounded.  There was something for  everyone no matter  what  the stage of
treatment.  I  needed to quickly finish the issue,  as a friend was just  diagnosed with
breast cancer this past week. From the first  few pages of the resource guide, I



knew that i t  was the perfect  reference for her.

Judy Nachowitz 
Ridgefield, Conn.

. . . . . 
Being diagnosed with breast cancer in 2005 and thyroid cancer in 2006, I  have
gone through treatment  for  both and some pret ty rough t imes.  I  discovered CURE
at  one of  my fol low-up mammograms,  took advantage of  the free subscript ion
and have since read every issue. I  have learned something from every issue and
the online information. I  just  finished reading the Cancer Resource Guide from
cover to cover and have to compliment you on this issue. It  was not only full  of
great  art icles but al l  were easy to understand.

Barbara Runyon 
Yorkville, Ill.

Living with Mesothelioma

. . . . .

I  am grateful for your efforts in helping to raise awareness of mesothelioma in
the Fall  2006 issue,  and of the efforts  researchers are making to f ind treatments
and ult imately a cure for  this  asbestos-related cancer.  Because mesothelioma has
been considered a rare cancer,  i t  is  imperative that  patients f ind the information
they need to give them hope and treatment options from experts  in the f ield.  I  was
diagnosed four years ago and have participated in three clinical trials to date.  I
credit  those novel  treatments from informed physicians with the good quali ty of
life I  enjoy today. To this end, I  urge you to add information about the
Mesothelioma Applied Research Foundation (www.marf.org) to the Toolbox
section of your 2008 Cancer Resource Guide.

Mary Cosentino 
Western Springs, Ill.

Due to space constraints, we were unable to include all of our Toolbox resources in
the 2007 Cancer Resource Guide. —Editors

Angels of Mercy

. . . . .

My mom was diagnosed with stage 3 lung cancer in March 2003. She had a good
summer but  then had to have hospice care in her  home.  She had this  nurse whom
I call  an angel of mercy who helped me through my mother’s journey with death.
Without her, I don’t think I could have let myself accept my mother’s death. Your
article “A Different Kind of Caring” in the Winter issue brought back so many
memories,  good ones along with the sad ones.  This article hit  r ight on the
head—hospice nurses are such unique people!

Rhonda Fischer 

http://www.marf.org


Butte, Neb.

Beating Bladder Cancer

. . . . .

Your Winter issue article “Bladder Cancer: Breaking the Research Bbarrier” is
informative and helpful,  even to those of us who have already been “down that
road” with the disease. There are so few ways for the public to learn and
understand what this disease involves.  I  am most appreciative of your concern to
educate the public about this  ongoing and increasing problem for cancer
t rea tment .

Ruth Mary Pollack 
New Hampton, N.H.

. . . . . 
When I was first diagnosed in the fall  of 2003 with advanced bladder cancer, I
could find li t t le help out there to allay my fears or to assist  me in determining
treatment options.  In order to take an active role in their  own health care,  people
need to be informed of the symptoms of bladder cancer and al l  the tests  available
to them. More articles on bladder cancer will  surely encourage more funding for
bet ter  t reatments  and more research to establ ish causes,  and subsequently,  a
cure. It  is t ime for the general public to become aware that lives are at risk
because of the lack of information. I  look forward to many more articles on this
subject .

Karen Godfrey 
Bladder Cancer Advocacy Network volunteer 
Estero, Fla.

Gains in Cancer Unequal

. . . . .

Al though CURE highlights encouraging gains in other major cancers,  the news for
lung cancer continues to be grim. Lung cancer’s dismal 15 percent five-year
survival  rate  s tands in sharp contrast  to  86 percent  and 99 percent  for  breast  and
prostate cancers, respectively. Ironically, early detection is cited as a critical
factor in reducing cancer mortali ty rates,  yet is  not widely endorsed for the
cancer responsible for nearly one-third of all  cancer deaths.  The overwhelming
success of the International Early Lung Cancer Action Program, led by Dr. Claudia
Henschke,  clearly demonstrates that  early detection is  possible and meets
standards equivalent  to or  better  than those currently in place for other cancers.
To delay implementation of a screening protocol for a high-risk population is
unacceptable.  Public and private enti t ies must work together to reverse the
decades of stigma and neglect too long attached to lung cancer.  Then we will  all
finally have progress worth celebrating.

Joyce Neifert 
Co-chair, Lung Cancer Alliance of California 



Co-chair, Lung Cancer Alliance of California 
Sebastopol, Calif.

. . . . . 
Corrections In the 2007 Cancer Resource Guide,  the contact numbers for the
Melanoma International Foundation and the Esophageal Cancer Awareness
Association were listed incorrectly in Toolbox: Resources to Use. The correct
numbers  are  866-463-6663 and 866-370-3222,  respect ive ly .  CURE regrets  the
errors .

We love to hear what you think about the stories in CURE.  Address  comments  to  
editor@curetoday.com. Letters are published at the editor’s discretion and may be
edited for length and grammar.  If  you prefer your let ter  not be published, please
indicate.

And don’t forget we are always looking for personal experience writing from our
readers.  Send your stories about cancer and i ts  impact on your l ife to 
editor@curetoday.com. Keep it  to 1,000 words please.
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