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Senate Committee Approval Advances
the Conquer Childhood Cancer Act
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The Conquer Childhood Cancer Act, a bill  that earmarks $150 million over five
years for research into childhood cancers,  passed i ts  f irst  hurdle on November 14
when a Senate committee approved i t  unanimously.  The bil l ,  sponsored by
Senator Jack Reed (D-Rhode Island),  has bi-partisan support.  The next step will
be to bring the legislation before the Senate for a vote. 

Representative Deborah Pryce (R-Ohio), whose daughter died at age 9 of
neuroblastoma, a rare brain cancer,  introduced the companion bil l  in the House in
early 2007. The bill  has not yet made it  out of committee.

The Conquer Childhood Cancer Act has been championed by several
organizations, including CureSearch, a collaboration between the National
Childhood Cancer Foundation and the Children’s Oncology Group. The legislation
will  expand biomedical research programs through the National Cancer Insti tute,
establish a fel lowship program to encourage researchers to focus on pediatric
cancers,  provide educational  support  for  patients and their  families,  and set  up a
populat ion-based nat ional  database to evaluate the incidence trends of  chi ldhood
cancers and to enable genetic  research to determine bet ter  prevention and
treatment  s t ra tegies .

The legislat ion comes at  a t ime when research funding for childhood cancers has
steadily decreased over the past  f ive years,  though i t  remains the top cause of
death for  chi ldren under  15.






